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should be drawn into any carnival of land speculation so
long as its affairs are handled by fche class of officials usually
controlling its administrative departments. There is every
chance for mismanagement; favoritism^ and speculation in
" the freedom which an excess-condemnation amendment
allows^ and there is urgent need that It be used with the
greatest moderation.1

Although the excess-condemnation policy is somewhat
new in America^ it has long since been followed in the cities Foreign ex-
of foreign countries, where no constitutional barriers have these
ever interposed to prevent the taking of land for any pur- KQatterSa
pose whatever. The first exemplification of the policy on a
large scale was in connection with Baron Haussmann?s
construction of the Paris boulevards during the period of
the Second Empire. The Paris authorities condemned wide 3>aris-
swaths of territory through which the new boulevards were
projected^ and paid enormous sums in compensation to their
owners. Then the broad avenues were built, and the land
on either side, after being cut up into lots, was offered for
sale. It sold readily and brought good prices; but the
proceeds were far below expectations, and the net cost of
the whole venture was immense. Whether it would have
been less if France had possessed a workable scheme of
assessing a part of the cost in betterments upon neighboring
property, is a question which cannot be answered* At any
rate, the experiment was not regarded in French official
circles as a financial success, and on the whole the experience
of other cities in continental Europe has been much, the
same.2

1 For further discussions of this matter, see Flavol Shurtleff and P. L.
Olmsted's Carrying out the City Plan, eh. iv;  also the article on ** Excess
Condemnation and Public Use/* by A. W. Crawford, in Proceedings of the
Second National Conference on City Planning (1910), pp. 115-163; and the

report entitled Incidental vs. Mzccess Condemnation, by John DeWitt
Warner, issued by the Department of J>oeks and Ferries of New York
City in 1912.

2 There is a full discussion of the Paris and Brussels experiments in
Reports of the Motaaehwrtt* Commiwion on the Right of Eminent